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FOrord

Postmuseum invigdes den 16 december
1906. Detta ar var pa flera sitt ett mirkesar
inom den vixande svenska museivirlden.
Svenska Museimannaforeningen bildades,
vilket speglade ett behov av 6kad professio-
nalism bland dem som arbetade pa storre
museer. I Nordiska Museet finputsades pa
utstillningar och annat som skulle sta klart
till invigningen av den statliga museibygg-
naden pa Djurgarden aret dirpa. En upp-
marksammad utstallning ordnades i Arv-
furstens palats, nuvarande Utrikesdeparte-
mentets lokaler, som visade ett stort antal
modeller av orlogsfartyg tillverkade 1 Karls-
krona fran 1600-talet och framat.

Postmuseum startade alltsa sin verksam-
het i en era nir intresset fOr museer 1
Sverige var stort — man skulle nastan kunna
tala om museifeber. Till detta bidrog sikert
de nationella kinslor som kom 1 svang i
samband att unionen med Norge upplostes
1905.

En posthistorisk utstillning 1903 i det da
innu inte invigda centralposthuset 1 Stock-
holm gjorde succé med stor tillstromning
av publik under de tolv dagar utstillningen
var Oppen for allmanheten. Strax direfter
fattades beslut om att lokal for de insam-
lade foremalen skulle upplatas i samman-
lagt sju rum 1 det gamla posthuset pa Lilla
Nygatan 6 i Stockholm. Postverkets utveck-
ling skulle dér askadliggoras genom bade en
historisk foremalssamling och en som skulle
visa den samtida verksamheten. Dessutom
skulle det finnas en frimarksutstillning.

Postmuseums forste chef Erik Lannge
skrev 1906 malande och insiktsfullt om
museets uppgifter infor framtiden: "Museet
skall ej i upphojd afskildhet vinta att man-
niskorna skola komma och sdka plocka de
kunskapens frukter [...], museet skall trida
mot manniskorna och bjuda dem dessa

frukter.” Lannge var helt klart en framsynt
person med kinsla for savil pedagogik som
marknadsforing. Orden sammanfattar pa ett
utmirkt  sitt  Postmuseums  stindiga
anstringningar att inte bara samla in och
varda det posthistoriska kulturarvet utan
ocksa ligga stor vikt vid utatriktad verksam-
het.

De forsta aren strommade inga storre
skaror besokare till Postmuseum. Regelbun-
den statistik borjade foras 1915 och visar ett
besoksantal per ar pa mellan 1500 och
3.000, det senare ar 1927. Direfter gick det
emellertid stadigt uppat sa att 1935 uppnad-
des nistan 8.000 besok.

Ar 1936 holls museet stingt tva manader
men uppnadde likvil rekordsiffror, 1r.000.
Nu hade basutstillningarna gjorts om. En
del inaktuella avdelningar hade slopats och
nya tillkommit, till en del illustrerade med
konstnirligt utforda dioramor. Tre ar senare
flyttade postkontoret Stockholm 2 6ver till
nya lokaler pa Stora Nygatan. Museet fick
dirmed mojlighet att disponera hela huset.
Pa grund av andra virldskrigets utbrott var
nya basutstillningar klara att visas for all-
manheten forst 1952.

Ar 1946 slogs ett rekord i och med att
drygt 16.000 besokare passerade museien-
trén och 1951 var det dags for nista hogsta-
notering, drygt 20.000. En viktig orsak till
de hogre besokstalen var att oppethallandet
okade. Ar 1906 bestimdes att museet skulle
vara oppet sondagar 13-16, alltsa endast tre
timmar per vecka. Femtio ar senare hade
oppettiderna utokats med fyra timmar
Idag, ar 2006, halls museet oppet ett 30-tal
timmar per vecka. Antalet besokare borjar
nirma sig 120.000 per ar.

Ar 1986 var det dags for nista forindring
av huset och basutstillningarna. Da glasa-
des den Oppna centralgarden in, vilket ska-



pade ett torg mitt i huset vilket kunde fung-
era som nav for den omgivande verksam-
heten. Ar 1999 byggdes vissa till torget an-
slutande lokaler om sid att en restaurang
kunde 6ppnas for allminheten. I anslutning
till restaurangen forlades sammantridesrum
vilket innebar att konferensuthyrning bade
inom och utom Posten kunde komma
igang. Samma ar startade dven Post
F@ktum, en datoriserad informationscen-
tral. Den blev ett viktigt tillskott i museet
och sammanforde biblioteket med de 6pp-
na frimédrkssamlingarna. Mojlighet skapades
ocksa att soka information pa Internet via
ett stort antal datorer och att skriva e-brev

Museet dr inrymt 1 en byggnad som kom
1 Postens dgo redan 1720. Under drens lopp
kom huset att innehalla en mangfald posta-
la aktiviteter, som Postverkets ledningsfunk-
tioner, persedel- och frimirksforrad, post-
sparbank, postkontor, m.m. Dessutom hyr-
de Postverket ut en del lokaler i mitten av
8oo-talet. Bland annat var Stockholms
Enskilda Bank inkvarterad i byggnaden fran
starten 1856 fram till 1863.

Postmuseum har en webbplats pa Inter-
net. Hir kan museet inte bara marknadsfora

sig utan ocksa se till att sprida kunskap om
Postens historia, liksom sina samlingar.
Museets databaser innehaller totalt cirka
100.000 poster med mycket bildmaterial. En
besokare pa webbplatsen kan idag soka
bland 40.000 posthistoriska bilder.

Arets upplaga av Postryttaren innehaller
fraimst artiklar som belyser olika aspekter pa
museets verksamhet under 100 ar. Museets
chefer genom aren presenteras, liksom
donationerna av filatelistiska objekt och de
frimarksrariteter som finns 1 huset. De post-
historiska samlingarna askadliggors med ka-
pitel om beklidnad, fotografier och fore-
mal. Dessutom redovisas museets utstill-
ningsverksamhet genom aren. Slutligen
uppmairksammas dnnu ett jubileum, nimli-
gen r15o-arsminnet av  Stockholms lokal-
frimirke. Det saldes endast 1 museibyggna-
den som inrymde stadens enda postkontor
ar 1856.

Gunnar Nordlinder
MUSEICHEF



Foreword

Post Museum was officially opened on 16
December 1906. In several ways, 1906 was a
memorable year within the growing Swed-
ish museum world. Svenska Museimanna-
toreningen (the Association of Swedish Mu-
seum Employees) was formed, which re-
flected a need for increased professionalism
among the staff of larger museums. At
Nordiska Museet (the Nordic Museum), the
final touches were being put to exhibitions
and other things that had to be ready for
the opening of the impressive museum
building on Djurgarden in Stockholm the
following year. An exhibition attracting a
great deal of attention was taking place at
Arvfurstens palats (the Prince’s Palace) in
Stockholm - at present the premises of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The exhibits
were a large number of models of warships
built in Karlskrona from the 17 century on-
wards.

Thus, Post Museum opened its doors at
a time when there was a great deal of inter-
est in museums in Sweden—it can almost be
referred to as museum fever. The national
teelings aroused by the dissolution of the
union with Norway in 1905 were un-
doubtedly a contributory factor.

A postal history exhibition in 1903 in the
Central Post Office Building in Stockholm,
which had not yet been officially opened,
was a success and there was a steady stream
of visitors throughout the twelve days the
exhibition was open to the public. Shortly
thereafter, it was decided to display the ob-
jects collected for this exhibition in seven
rooms of the old post office building at Lil-
la Nygatan 6 in Stockholm. The aim was to
illustrate the development of the Post Of-
fice through two collections: one including
historical objects and the other covering
current activities. There was also to be a
stamp exhibition.

In 1906, Erik Lannge, the first manager,
described the Museum’s plans for the future

vividly and with a great deal of insight:
“The Museum is not to sit in splendid isola-
tion and wait for the public to come and
try to pick the fruits of knowledge [...], the
Museum is to come forth and offer these
fruits to the public.” It is evident that
Lannge had great foresight and a feeling for
both education and marketing. The words
are an excellent summary of the Museum’s
constant efforts not only to collect and nur-
ture our cultural postal history heritage but
also to put great emphasis on outreach ac-
tivities.

For the first few years, there were no
great crowds rushing to visit Post Museum.
From 1915 onwards, regular records were
kept and these show the number of visitors
per year as between 1,500 and 3,000, the lat-
ter figure in 1927. However, from then on,
numbers increased steadily, reaching almost
8,000 visitors in 1935.

In 1936, the Museum was closed for two
months but, nevertheless, the number of
visitors reached a record figure of 11,000.
The primary exhibitions had now been
changed. Some out-of-date departments had
been closed and new ones had been added,
some of these in the form of artistically
designed dioramas. Three years later, the
Stockholm 2 post office moved from Lilla
Nygatan 6 to new premises on Stora Ny-
gatan. The Museum had the whole building
to itself for the first time. However, because
of the Second World War, the new primary
exhibitions were not ready for public
display until 1952.

In 1946, a new record was set when just
over 16,000 visitors passed through the
Museum’s doors and, in 1951, came the next
record, just over 20,000 visitors. An impor-
tant contributory factor to the increase in
the number of visitors was an extension to
the opening hours. In 1906, it was decided
that the Museum was to be open on Sun-
days between 1 pm and 4 pm, i.e. only three
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hours a week. Fifty years later, the opening
hours had been increased by four hours.
Today, 2006, the Museum is open approxi-
mately 30 hours a week and the number of
visitors 1s approaching 120,000 per annum.

In 1986, it was again time to change the
building and the primary exhibitions. The
open central courtyard was glazed in, thus
creating an open area in the middle of the
building, which could act as a hub for sur-
rounding activities. In 1999, some of the
rooms adjacent to the open area were re-
built and a restaurant created, which 1s
open to the public. Meeting rooms were
built next to the restaurant, providing con-
ference facilities that could be used for both
Post Office and external organizations. The
same year saw the start of PostF@ctum, a
computerised central information facility.
This became an important addition to the
Museum, linking the library to the open
stamp collections. Facilities were also pro-
vided to search for information on the
Internet via a large number of computers
and to send emails.

The Museum building came into the
possession of the Post Office as early as
1720. Over the years, the building has been
the home of many and varied postal activi-
ties, such as the Post Office management
functions, the equipment and stamp stores,
the Post Office Savings Bank, a local post
office, etc. Furthermore, in the middle of
the 19" century, the Post Office let out part

of the premises to, for example, Stockholms
Enskilda Bank which was located in the
building from its foundation in 1856 until
1863.

The Museum has its own Internet web
site. Here the Museum can not only market
itself but also provide information on the
history of the Post Office and on its own
collections. The Museum’s data bases con-
tain, in all, approximately 100,000 items, in-
cluding a large number of pictures. Today, a
visitor to the web site can search among
40,000 postal history pictures.

This year’s issue of Postryitaren mainly
contains articles which illustrate various
aspects of the Museum’s activities over the
past 100 years. All the Museum’s managers
from 1906 onwards are introduced, and the
donations of philatelic items and the rare
stamps housed in the building are pre-
sented. Illustrating the postal history collec-
tions, there are articles on photographs,
clothing and other objects. In addition,
there is an account of the exhibitions held
at the Museum over the years.

Finally, Postryttaren 2006 covers another
jubilee, namely the 150" anniversary of
Stockholm’s local stamp, which was on sale
only in the building on Lilla Nygatan—in
1856 the home of the only post office in
Stockholm.

Gunnar Nordlinder
DIRECTOR



