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FOrord

Ar 2005 ir det 150 ar sedan den forsta fri-
mirksserien kom ut i Sverige. Ar 1855 var det
vil fa som hade en aning om hur viktigt fri-
mirket skulle bli och hur det skulle stimule-
ra brevskrivandet och 6ka kontakten mellan
manniskor 1 Sverige och internationellt. Att
det ocksa skulle ge upphov till virldens
storsta inomhushobby, frimirkssamlandet,
som fortfarande engagerar miljontals man-
niskor virlden 6ver, var det naturligtvis hel-
ler ingen som kunde drémma om.

For att fira denna hiandelse 6ppnade mu-
seet i februari utstillningen ”“Svenska fri-
market 150 ar”. Den fortsitter 6ver somma-
ren 2005 och har inriktning mot de svenska
frimidrkena och hur de har forindrats Gver
tiden, beroende pa 6nskemal fran ett allt-
mer bildrikt samhille med storre krav pa
bade estetisk utformning och anvindbarhet.

Med anledning av jubileet har arets upp-
laga av museets arsbok, Postryttaren, gjorts
mer omfattande dn vanligt. Vi har ocksa
passat pa att forldgga utgivningen till forsta
halvaret 2005 for att den ska ha en aktualitet
under hela aret.

"Svenska frimirket 150 ar”, Postryttaren
2005, speglar den tid da vara forsta frimar-
ken kom ut. Det giller samhillsutveckling-
en 1 stort men ocksa utvecklingen inom Pos-
ten samt det svenska postverkets relationer
till andra postverk. En redogorelse limnas
for riksdagsbehandlingen av fragan om in-
forande av frimirken, liksom ett enhetligt

brevporto. Vi far ocksa en inblick i hur fri-
mirksutgivningen och Posten behandlades i
datida press.

Huvuddelen av de elva artiklarna hand-
lar om vara forsta frimirken, den s.k. skil-
ling banco-utgavan. T en artikel presenteras
frimirkena, valor for valor, med uppgifter
om firgnyanser och tryckleveranser. Varian-
ter, firgfeltryck — den gula treskillingen -
och olika eftertryck redovisas. Dessutom
presenteras i en annan artikel utlindska fo-
rebilder till den forsta svenska frimarksutga-
van. Dirutover dgnas en artikel at mannen
som var ansvarig for utformningen och
tryckningen av frimirkena, Pehr Ambjorn
Sparre.

Hir presenteras dven de senaste ronen
nir det giller metoderna for tryckning och
tandning av frimirkena samt sentida forsok
att forfalska de dyraste av dem. Dessutom
ges en beskrivning av de vackraste frimarke-
na och breven som finns bevarade fran den-
na utgava.

Avslutningsvis redovisas hojdpunkterna
i det svenska frimidrksutgivningsprogrammet
fram till vara dagar. Hir presenteras samtli-
ga svenska frimidrken som var och en pa sitt
sitt utgjort milstolpar i den svenska fri-
marksutgivningen.

Gunnar Nordlinder
MUSEICHEF
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Foreword

In 2005 it will be 150 years since the first
Swedish stamp series was issued. In 18ss,
there cannot have been many people who
realised how important postage stamps
would become and how they would stimu-
late letter writing and improve communica-
tion between people, both in Sweden and
abroad; nor could anyone have dreamt that
it would also give rise to the world’s most
popular indoor hobby, stamp collecting,
which still involves millions of people all
over the world.

To mark this event, in February, the mu-
seum opened the exhibition “The Swedish
Stamp 150 years”. The exhibition will re-
main open throughout the summer of 200s.
It focuses on Swedish stamps and shows
how these have developed over time, in re-
sponse to a more and more pictorial
society’s growing demand for aesthetic de-
sign as well as practicality.

Because of the jubilee, this year’s issue
of the Museum’s annual publication, Post-
ryttaren, is more comprehensive than nor-
mal. We have also decided to publish the
annual during the first half of 2005 to ensu-
re maximum topicality throughout the year.

“The Swedish Stamp 150 years”, Postrytta-
ren 2005, reflects the era when our first
stamps were issued. It refers to the develop-
ment of society in general but in particular
to the development of the postal service
and our relations with foreign postal serv-
ices. It includes a report on how the Swed-
ish parliament dealt with the introduction
of stamps and a uniform postage rate. It

THE SWEDISH STAMP I50 YEARS

also gives us an idea of how the first stamp
issue, and the postal service in general, were
covered by the press at the time.

The subject of most of the eleven arti-
cles is the so-called skilling banco issue,
comprising all our first stamps. In one of
the articles, the stamps are introduced, va-
lue by value, with details of colours and de-
liveries from the printing works. There is in-
formation on variations, colour printing er-
rors — the yellow 3 skilling banco — and re-
prints. Another article describes the foreign
inspiration that influenced the first Swedish
stamps, and there is also an article devoted
to the man who was responsible for design-
ing and printing the stamps, Pehr Ambjormn
Sparre.

In addition, we present the latest infor-
mation on the methods of printing and per-
forating the stamps as well as on latter day
attempts at producing forgeries of the most
valuable ones. There is also a description of
the most beautiful stamps and letters still in
existence from the skilling banco issue.

Finally, there is a selection of the most
outstanding Swedish stamp issues up to the
present day. The article describes all those
Swedish stamps that, in their own particular
way, have been milestones in Swedish
stamp history.

Each article concludes with an extensive
summary in English. All pictures have texts

in both Swedish and English.

Gunnar Nordlinder
DIRECTOR



